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dependence of Mongolia, consequently I am unable to do so. Urga
is an area subject to China."

The Chinese Government followed this up with a statement in
which it promised the Khutukhtu, if he would submit, a reward
"which will be different from usual rewards. May the sky and the
earth be witness that this promise will be kept! However, if you
continue to menace and if you will not be peaceful, then the five
nationalities which constitute the Republic will make you feel the
brunt of their rage, and you shall be punished by fire and sword!"

The Mongols suddenly displayed an amazing knowledge of
history. "Is it not known to you," the Khutukhtu replied, "that
England and America once stood under the rule of one monarch
and that later America, having become independent, concluded
with England a treaty which up to the present has not been re-
nounced?" The Khutukhtu declined to yield, and accused the
President of cruelties. He concluded his message on a highly diplo-
matic note: "Take care lest you be cut up in pieces like a melon!" 3

Russia proceeded slowly. Her first effort was to prevent China
from taking any measures in or affecting Mongolia without con-
sulting Russia, thus taking upon herself the role of mediator be-
tween^China and Mongolia, although this obviously meant inter-
vention in the internal affairs of China. On January 11, 1912, the
Russian Government finally published a statement on Mongolian
affairs. It mentioned "great Russian interests in Mongolia," offered
its services to both sides, and explained why it must recognize the
new regime in Mongolia, while at the same time it was delivering
arms to the Mongol leaders. The Russian consul was right when he
stated in his report that "the willingness of our government to
supply arms to the Mongols, and the advice of Korostovets [the
Russian envoy] . . . have strengthened the Mongols in their de-
termination to separate [themselves from China]." 4

China was naturally resentful. Russia's demand that no Chinese
military units be kept in Mongolia, coupled with the arrival of new
Russian detachments, was particularly difficult for the Chinese to
accept, and they resisted as long as they could. Likewise the Russian
demand for priority rights in railroad construction in Mongolia

3.  Korostovets, op. tit., pp. 226-228.

4.  International Relations, Series 2, XIX1,178 (December 11, 1911).